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adults, but also found two mentors, Drs. Kuchel and Fortinsky, who provided me
guidance throughout the next three years in medical school. As a medical student within
an integrated academic medical center, I was easily able to make these research
connections and complete a substantial project.

Improving the facilities at JDH and attracting more faculty members will not only
enhance medical care and research in the health center, but also enhance medical
education inside and outside the classrooms and clinical floors. Most medical students
steer away from doing rotations at JDH for the primary reason being less clinical
exposure when compared to Hartford Hospital, St. Francis and even the Hospital of
Central Connecticut. JDH, by far, has the best clinical teaching, but unfortunately the
worst facilities and lowest patient caseload. The physicians at JDH chose to pursuc a
career in academics, meaning that medical education would be an essential part of their
job, They are the ones who can quote medical studies, use evidence based medicine to
make clinical decisions, and inspire medical students to appreciate the art of medicine.
They are the ones that invite us into their homes and host us for interest group meetings.
They are the ones who most often volunteer at our free clinics throughout Hartford. The
physicians at JDH are the ones that the medical students seek out for career advice and in
general, residency programs hold letters of recommendations from academic doctors
higher in weight than those from physicians in private practice. The physicians at JDH
serve as mentors in all aspects of medical students’ lives and medical education. Without

an integrated medical center, the essence of what defines the medical education at UConn
will no longer exist.

As a graduating student, 1 am very proud of my medical education from the University of
Connecticut. The faculty at the University of Connecticut Health Center inspired me to
pursue a career in academics in which I plan to teach medical students and residents,
provide outstanding patient care to the community, and investigate research questions. In
the future, I hope to be employed by the University of Connecticut Health Center and
work alongside my mentors to continue promoting exce

llence in medical education and
transforming UConn into a center at the forefront of medicine.

Thank you for your dedication to Connecticut and your support of the UConn Health

Center. Please consider supporting HB 6335 for the future of Connecticut’s medical
education.



